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Lesson 48. Introduction to Sandhi. 
 

Ever tried to say ूित and एक�together as FAST as your tongue will allow? 

No? Well, try it. What did you get? ू�के�!!! My dears, what you have just 

done is a सि
�। 
Classical Sanskrit came up with Sandhi and Samaas as a natural 

development of the spoken language.  

Sandhi brings words together in the manner described above.  

Here is how Samaas emerged.......What with every word having to be 

vibhaktiofied before being used, people felt that if root words were put 

together (without first adding the vibhakti) the whole worrisome effort of 

having to remember the vibhaktis could (almost but not quite) be 

dispensed with. For example, instead of saying  राम��ॅाता�for Ram's 

brother, why not just say रामॅाता ? 

Also, they were sure that people were smart enough to figure out the 

resultant new word. For example  i could describe someone's doe eyed 

beauty by simply saying मगृलोचनी instead of a long and winding�मगृ��लोचन�े
इव�लोचन�ेय�ाः�सा�। 

Do you see how simple it can really be? The difficulty is in breaking the 

Samaas and Sandhi to make words of sense. THAT, my dears, requires 

practice and we shall begin right now.  

Sandhi and Samaas are HUGE topics to be covered all in one go. So it's 

easier on the brain, our one and only intellectual faculty, if we do a little bit 

at a time. 

 

Let's handle just a little Sandhi today. 

Sandhi is combining words arithmetically. You take the last letter of the first 

word and ADD it to the first letter of the next word to form a single word. 

Naturally, the letters may be either vowels �र�s or consonants ��न s. 

If you combine two swara-s, you have a �रसि
ः�। 
If you combine two vyanjana-s, you have a ��नसि
ः�। 
And if a visarga is involved in the matchmaking, you have a िवसग �सि
ः�। 
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Each sandhi is further divided into "sub" sandhis. 

i wish to handle only the �रसि
ः in the next few lessons. ��नसि
ः can be 

covered later. 

 

�रसि
ः 
Have a look at the swaras: 

 

अ�आ�इ�ई�उ�ऊ�ऋ�ॠ�लृ�लॄ�ए�ऐ�ओ�औ�। 

Some of these are pronounced with very little effort. They take about a 

second to be spoken aloud. These are called ॑��राः�and are...अ,�इ,�उ,�ऋ,�लृ�
। 

Those that need two seconds to be pronounced are called दीघ ��राः�and 

are... आ,�ई,�ऊ,�ॠ,�लॄ�,�ए�,�ऐ�,�ओ�and औ�। 

Sometimes, it is required to pronounce swaras three times longer than the 

॑��राः and they are then called /तु�राः। 

These are how they are represented: अ३,�इ३,�उ३, ऋ�३,�लृ३,�ए३,�ऐ३,�ओ३�and�
औ३। 

 

You will now see how आ is actually a longer pronunciation of�अ.��In that 

sense they become सवण ��.....letters of the same kind/type. 

इ and ई,  उ and ऊ, ऋ and ॠ ,�लृ and लॄ, each pair is a सवण ��। 
 

Having understood this, we are in a position to study one form of �रसि
ः 
called the सवण �दीघ �सि
ः�। 
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1. सवण �दीघ �सि
ः 
 These are the rules to follow: 

 

             First word ending in        Next word beginning with Results in 

1. अ/आ + अ/आ = आ 

2. इ/ई + इ/ई = ई 
3. उ/ऊ + उ/ऊ = ऊ 

4. ऋ/ॠ + ऋ/�ॠ = ॠ 

 

Now let's work with examples; 

 

1.   धम� + अथ �ः = धमा �थ �ः�। 

 Do you remember that धम� is actually a ध ्  + अ  + र ् +  म ्�+ अ ? Go back to 

Lesson 2 for a quick revision. The अ in धम� adds to the अ�in�अथ �ः�to give the 

आ and arrives at the final word धमा �थ �ः�। 

        वदे + अ<ः = वदेा<ः 
        च + अिप = चािप 

 दया + आन> = दयान> 

 िव?ा + अथ@  = िव?ाथ@ 
 दवे + आलय  = दवेालय� 
 

2.    मिुन�+ इAः�= मनुीAः� 
 हिर + ईशः�= हरीशः 
 लDी +  ईEरः =  लDीEरः�  

 मही�+ इAः  = महीAः 
 

3. Similarly you will have गFु + उपदशेः = गरुोपदशेः�। 
 

4.  िपत ृ+ ऋणम ्�=  िपतणॄम ्���� 
Shall we move onto our exercises? 
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Lesson 48 A. Exercises with�सवण �दीघ �सि
ः 
        

Do the Sandhi of the following: 

1. शGर+ आौम� =  

2. कृI + आन>ः = 

3. सदा + आन>ः = 

4. िहम + आलयः = 

5. िगिर + ईशः = 

6. ौी + ईशः = 

7. पाव �ती + ईJत े= 

8. गोदवरी�+ इित = 

9. भान ु+उदयः = 

10. मध ु+ उLेखः = 

11. िपत ृ+ ऋणः = 

12. मात�ृ+ ऋकारः = 

 

Do the सि
िवNेदः�of the following. One has been done for you: 

   िगरीOरः  =  िगिर    +  ईOरः 
   

1. सधुीAः 
2. Pसहासन े 

3. राजानचुरः 
4. िहमालयः 
5. कपीशः 
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Lesson 48 B. Answers to Lesson 48 A.    
 

सि
: 
1. शGर + आौमः =  शGराौमः 
2. कृI + आन>ः =�कृIान>ः 
3. सदा + आन>ः =�सदान>ः 
4. िहम + आलयः =�िहमालयः 
5. िगिर + ईशः =िगरीशः 
6. ौी + ईशः =ौीशः 
7. पाव �ती + ईJत े=�पाव �तीJत े

8. गोदवरी�+ इित =�गोदवरीित 

9. भान ु+उदयः =�भानदूयः 
10. मध ु+ उLेखः =�मधLेूखः 
11. िपत ृ+ ऋणः =�िपतणृः 
12. मात�ृ+ ऋकारः =�मातकृारः 

 

सि
िवNेदः 
1. सधुीAः=�सधुी�+�इAः 
2. Pसहासन े=�Pसह�+�आसन े

3. राजानचुरः=�राजा�+�अनचुारः 
4. िहमालयः=िहम�+�आलयः 
5. कपीशः=�किप�+�ईशः 
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Lesson 49.  गणुसि
ः 
 

In this sub-section of��रसि
ः, we find an addition of swaras that are not 

सवण ��। 
These are the rules to follow: 

 

             First word ending in          Next word beginning with   Results in 

1. अ/आ + इ/ई = ए 

2. अ/आ + उ/ऊ = ओ 

3. अ/आ + ऋ/ॠ = अर ् 
4. अ/आ + लृ = अल ्

 

Here are examples for each of them:  

1. दवे + इAः =  दवेAेः 
2. सयू � + उदयः = सयूVदयः 
3. सW + ऋिषः  = सWYषः 
4. तव+ लृकारः =  तवZारः 

 

Shall we try our hand at गणुसि
ः in Lesson 49 A? 
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Lesson 49 A. Exercises with गणुसि
ः 
 

Do the Sandhi for the following: 

1. महा + ईशः =� 
2. रमा + ईशः = 

3. न�+ इित = 

4. महा�+ ईEरः = 

5. यमनुा + उदकम ् = 

6. गN +उपिर� = 

7. िहत + उपदशेः = 

8. चA + उदयः = 

9. महा�+ ऋिषः = 

10. राजा +�ऋिषः = 

11. कृI + ऋि[ः = 

12. वषा � + ऋतःु =  

13. माला�+ लृकारः = 

 

Do the�सि
िवNेदः� of the following.  

1. उपAेः 
2. तवोYमः 
3. ॄ]ाYष 

4. महोदयः 
5. ग^ोदकम ् 
6. चAोदयः 
7. यमनुोYम 

8. नरशेः 
9. धमAः 
10. पFुषो`मः 
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Lesson 49 B. Answers to Lesson 49 A. 

 

सि
ः 
1. महा + ईशः = महशेः 
2. रमा + ईशः = रमशेः 
3. न�+ इित�= निेत 

4. महा�+ ईEरः = महEेरः 
5. यमनुा�+ उदकम ्�= यमनुोदकम ् 
6. गN�+ उपिर� = �गNोपिर 
7. िहत +उपदशेः = िहतोपदशेः 
8. चA + उदयः = चAोदयः 
9. महा�+ ऋिषः = महYषः 
10. राजा + ऋिषः = राजYषः 
11. कृI + ऋि[ः = कृIY[ः 
12. वषा � + ऋतःु�= वष �त ु�ः 
13. माला + लृकारः =  मालZारः 

 

� सिं
िवNेदः 
1. उपAेः�=�उप�+�इAः 
2. तवोYमः�=�तव�+�उYमः 
3. ॄ]ाYष�=�ॄ]ा�+�ऋिष 

4. महोदयः�=�महा�+�उदयः 
5. ग^ोदकम ्�=�ग^ा�+�उदकम ् 
6. चAोदयः�=�चA�+�उदयः 
7. यमनुोYम�=यमनुा�+�उYम 

8. नरशेः�=�नर�+�ईशः 
9. धमAः�=�धम ��+�इAः 
10. पFुषो`मः�=�पFुष�+�उ`मः 
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Lesson 50. विृ[सि
ः 
 

Here we go a step further. We add अ/आ to the गणु to give us a विृ[�। 
These are the rules to follow: 

 

             First word ending in          � Next word 

beginning with   Results in 

1. अ/आ + ए/ऐ = ऐ 

2. अ/आ + ओ/औ =  औ 

 

Here are examples for each of them:  

 

1. एक�+ एकम ्  = �एकैकम ् 
2. त��+ ओदनः� = त�ौदनः 

 

The exercises with the विृ[सि
ः are in Lesson 50 A. 
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Lesson 50 A. Exercises with the विृ[सि
ः 
              सि
ः 

1. अऽ + एषः =� 
2. पँय + एतत ्� = 

3. गN + एकऽ = 

4. मनgु + ऐhम ्�= 

5. सदा�+ एव� = 

6. सदा�+ ओजि�ता = 

7. तथा + एव = 

8. दवे + औदाय �म ्� = 

9. काय ��+ औिच�म ्�= 

10. jध + ओदनम ्�= 

11. मा + एवम ्  = 

12. कृI + औklmम ्  = 

13. अ?�+ एव = 

 

� सि
िवNेदः 
1. तवEैय �म ् 
2. �ग^ौधः 
3. ममौषधम ् 
4. महEैय �म ् 
5. महौnhुम ् 
6. तऽकैदा 
7. यदवै 

8. नवै 

9. pतैत ् 
10. राqhैम ् 
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Lesson 50 B. Answers to Lesson 50 A. 

              सि
ः 
1. अऽ + एषः =�अऽषैः 
2. पँय + एतत ्� =�पँयतैत ् 
3. गN + एकऽ =�गNकैऽ 

4. मनgु + ऐhम ्�=�मनgुhैम ् 
5. सदा�+ एव� =�सदवै 

6. सदा�+ ओजि�ता =�सदौजि�ता 
7. तथा + एव =�तथवै 

8. दवे + औदाय �म ्� =�दवेौदाय �म ् 
9. काय ��+ औिच�म ्�=�कायrिच�म ् 
10. jध + ओदनम ्�=�jधौदनम ् 
11. मा + एवम ्  =�मवैम ् 
12. कृI + औklmम ्  =�कृIौklmम ्� 
13. अ?�+ एव =�अ?वै 

 

� सि
िवNेदः 
1. तवEैय �म ्�=�तव�+�ऐEय �म ् 
2. ग^ौधः�=�ग^ा�+�ओधः 
3. ममौषधम ्�=�मम�+�औषधम ् 
4. महEैय �म ्�=�महा�+�ऐEय �म ् 
5. महौnhुम ्�=�महा�+�औnhुम ् 
6. तऽकैदा�=�तऽ�+�एकदा 
7. यदवै�=�यदा�+�एव� 
8. नवै�=�न�+�एव 

9. pतैत ्�=�pा�+�एतत ् 
10. राqhैम ्�=�राq�+�ऐhम ् 
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Summing Up Month 11. 
 

  

This is probably the shortest summing up yet: 

 By the end of Month 11, you will know 

1. Most of the Swara Sandhi. 

 

Told you. 

 

 

 


